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MISSION VISION

PURPOSE

The Von Braun Center for Science and Innovation is:

A collaborative center designed to aggregate the best thought leaders in academia, 
industry, and government to advance space and defense technology for the Nation.  Our 
core team is a consortium of academic institutions with additional capabilities added as 
required for specific demands that could include studies, analyses, consultation, research, 
integration of multiple advocacy groups, engineering prototyping, or other unmet needs.

To create and enable a collaborative 
environment for channeling the 
power of University innovation to the 
space & defense challenges of today

Bring together thought leaders in 
academia, industry and government to 
address complex problems worth 
solving

VCSI will provide collaborative resources, facilities and domain knowledge 
necessary to bridge the gap between academic research and real world 
application.  
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Nonprofit Collaborative Center 
applying innovations to complex problems worth solving

GLOBAL TO LOCAL

STRATEGY ∙ POLICY ∙ PLANNING 

APPLIED ENGINEERING ∙ RESEARCH ∙ SCIENCE ∙ TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATION 

VCSI ATTRIBUTES
ÅTrusted Agent
ÅNimble Contracting Vehicle for USG
ÅRepresent University Consortium
ÅAssist International Partner 

engagement
ÅSubject Matter Experts

CONTRACT VEHICLES
ÅPublic/Private Partnerships
ÅBlanket Purchase Agreements
ÅBroad Agency Announcements
ÅOther Transaction Authority
ÅSpace Act Agreements
ÅNASA Research Announcement
ÅCooperative Agreement
ÅCRADA
ÅIntergovernmental Personnel Act
ÅCommercial Contracts
ÅGrants and Fellowships

Von Braun Center for Science & Innovation
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Board Members

Jeff Gronberg Chair

Gene Goldman Vice-Chair

Julie Schumacher Treasurer

Vacant Secretary

Dave King Member



Von Braun Center for Science & Innovation
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Von Braun Center for Science & Innovation
University Consortium Members

Ole Miss Alabama UT Space Institute Auburn Mississippi State

UAB UAH Purdue USA UT-Chattanooga

LSU U of Louisiana-

Lafayette

Louisiana Tech NW Shoals Calhoun

Drake State NE Alabama Snead State Wallace State Gadsden State

Bevill State Jefferson State Lawson State Shelton State Southern Union

Central Alabama Wallace Community-

Selma

Trenholm State Chattahoochee Valley Lurleen B. Wallace

Wallace Community-

Dothan

Enterprise State Coastal Alabama Bishop State Ingram State

Reid State AL Technology 

Network

Marion Military Stillman College Tennessee State

Alabama A&M



CMC
Center for Minority Collaboration

CMC supports & assists Minority-Serving Institutions (MSIs) including Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs), Hispanic Serving Institutions, Tribal Colleges and Universities, and
other MSIs, Corporations, and Minority Affinity Groups.

Å CMC enhances the overall capabilities of HBCUs/MSIs

Å Ensures members are fully prepared to compete for federal opportunities

Å Help to increase the number of jobs created by our partners with the goal of improving

& strengthening the standards of living for students and their surrounding communities.



Institute for Digital Engineering Advancement
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IDEA begins with the belief that ideas should move quickly 
from the mind of the innovator to the final product without 
pausing for paper. 
ÅA group of industrial, academic and governmental 

partners
ÅEnable and accelerate the incorporation of Digital 

Engineering and Manufacturing into the workplace. 
ÅA national collaborative center for identifying, 

sharing, and recommending best practices and 
solutions. 

Å IDEA functions as a networking hub and partnership 
enabler 

ÅA provider of Digital Engineering education and 
non-advocate implementation assistance.



Organization

Executive Director

Chris M. Crumbly

Organizations, Clubs, Affiliations

American Astronautical Society Board Member American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics

Public Policy Director 
-- Greater Huntsville Section

National Space Club/Huntsville Board Member Von Braun Symposium General Chairperson

Space Transportation Association Board Member Marshall Retirees Association Board Member

Auburn Engineering Alumni Council Executive Council
Research Committee Chair

Auburn Aerospace Engineering Advisory Council Past Chairperson
Member
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Å As a non-profit, VCSI will provide services, consultation and information beneficial to 
University research faculty and students
ṉ VCSI is skilled at navigating federal acquisition regulations 
ṉ Domain knowledge of latest technology research and applications across industry, 

government, and academia where collaborations benefit all concerned
ṉ Periodic bulletins providing technology research summaries and opportunity outlook for 

areas of interest
ṉ Opportunity identification leading to funded research and/or application projects
ṉ Conduit for STEM outreach funds

ÅAdditional services available to University consortium members
ṉ Regular campus visits to interact with researchers and students 
ṉ Intern  & Co-Op facilitation  / workforce placement consultation
ṉ Proposal consultation (strategy & win theme development, strategic teaming facilitation, 

color team planning & review expertise, etc.)
ṉ Bridge to government (both Civil and DoD) contracts where ITAR concerns need to be 

addressed in an efficient, secure manner

Value of Consortium Membership

Consortium Membership is Free
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No Cost (Requires only signed MOU)

a) Information sharing
b) Acquisition shaping
c) Project monitoring / mentoring
d) Aerospace quality delivery support
e) Periodic Bulletin

Direct Representation (monthly contract)

a) Represent your University individually at conferences, government & other events 
b) Project management support
c) Site visits to Government / Industry customers & potential customers
d) Quarterly campus visit to interact w/faculty & students face-to-face
e) Local office to share in Huntsville AL as needed
f) Monthly report specific to your University priorities & goals

Ad Hoc Services
a) Proposal consultation & review
b) Supply program manager or subject matter expert (SME)
c) International consultation & partnership investigation

Consortium Membership
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VCSI can serve as a trusted agent for USG Organizations
ÅInformation sharing with nontraditional providers

ÅMatching contract opportunities to academic capabilities

ÅResearch and Development

ÅAccess to University professors and students

ÅDomain Knowledge/Subject Matter Experts

ÅScience, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics Education

Capabilities for partnering
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From steamedu.com



Von Braun Center for Science & Innovation

"My friends, there was dancing in the streets of Huntsville when our first satellite orbited the Earth. There was 

dancing again when the first Americans landed on the Moon. There is only one Moon. I'm afraid we can't offer any 
such spectaculars like that for some years to come. But I'd like to ask you, don't hang up your dancing slippers.“

Werner Von Braun 1970

Thank you for your attention.  
We are happy to answer any questions
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